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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

Whilst some of us have been away on holiday 
enjoying the sunshine, our contractors have made 
excellent progress on our development project – the 
old kitchen has gone, the walls of the new kitchen 

are plastered, the doorway to the large hall has 
been created and the wiring for the new fire alarm 
system is in place. This is an exciting time and it is 
great to see the rapid progress of the project! 

So let’s begin this term by thanking God for all who have worked hard 

to ensure the success of this project – it has been a real team effort from 
everyone. We are blessed with many special people in our fellowship 
including Dave Jones who has worked hard in liaising between the 
various contractors, Alistair Knox who has dealt with all the extra gifts 
and payments for the project, Roger Clark who has taken on extra 
pastoral support during the summer. Thank you, one and all! 

Earlier this year we enjoyed having Joshua Norris as a student Minister; 
his ordination and induction was on 6th September at Halstead URC, a 
very special occasion with a good number of people from Park URC 
able to share in the celebration. Please join me in praying for Joshua as 
he gets to know the people of Halstead, Bocking and Castle 
Hedingham. 

This summer I led the theme sessions at Holiday Forum and enjoyed the 
opportunity to share both my research into ‘Church Growth’ and my 
experiences in ministry. One of the important things that I shared with 
Holiday Forum was the need for every congregation ‘to change and 
adapt according to their context.’  We will always need to find relevant 
ways of reaching out to other people, whether that is through Alpha 

Courses, Messy Church, Bible study or personal conversations.  

God has blessed Park United Reformed Church in numerous ways and 
with the generous legacy gift from Mrs Eileen Clare Abram we have 
taken the bold step to upgrade our kitchen premises to enable our 
mission in Reading. Those who were able to be at the Church Meeting 
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in July will recall that the new facilities will allow us to establish a ‘Messy 

Church’ congregation and a meeting of all interested in this new 
project will be held in September. 

As is our usual pattern, during September all church members will be 
issued with forms so that they can nominate people to serve as elders. 
Please pray that God will guide you as you prayerfully consider who to 

nominate. Our elders play a significant role in the ministry and 
leadership of the church, and we are all indebted to them for their 
many different gifts and talents. 

During September we will be running another Alpha course, a ten week 
course for people to explore Christianity. The course includes a meal 
followed by a DVD presentation and a time for questions. It is suitable 

for anyone, whether you have been a Christian for years or you are at 
the early stages of exploring faith. We will be meeting on Monday 
evenings. 

This year’s ‘Back to Church Sunday’ takes the form of a series of 
invitations to special services (Harvest, Remembrance, Advent) and I 
would encourage everyone to take one or two invite cards which 

should be handed directly to someone whom you would like to invite to 
church. Our experience is that some people would love to come along 
to church with a friend, but they are afraid to come along on their own. 
Simply offering to bring someone along to church could rekindle their 
relationship with God, or even start a journey that they never imagined 
possible. 

In our busy church life it is such a joy to know that we are supported by 

each others prayers, to all who pray regularly thank you for your support 

and for the blessings that your prayers enable! 

Yours in Christ,  

Robert   
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Church Family News 

There are a number of reasons for congratulation to 
begin with: we send our love and very best wishes to 
Carrie and Rod King who celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on 
August 5th, completing the trilogy of celebrations for their family this 
year. Best wishes too, to Andrew Weston who turned 21 on August 17th, 
and to Vera McPhillips who celebrated her 97th birthday on August 

20th. Julie Holmes and Claire Connell both had special birthdays in July. 
We hope you all enjoyed your special days. 

Sylvia Wise became a great-grandmother on 25th July, when her great-
grandson was born in the Royal Berks Hospital – very best wishes to all 
the family. 

We welcome Malick and Olivia, who were baptised at the morning 
service on August 31st, into the church family, and pray for God's 
blessing on them, their parents Anna and Jamie, their grandparents 
Olive and John Goodchild, and all their family and friends. 

 Congratulations to all who have received examination results during 
the past two weeks, especially to Abby King, off to study European 

Studies with German at Royal Holloway, University of London, Saskia 
Palmer studying Primary School Teaching at Reading University, Toby 
Weston studying Marine Biology at Bangor University and Patrick 
Thomas, who have all passed their A levels and will be going on to 
university education in the autumn – we ask God’s blessing on them in 
the future.  

A good number of our young people have passed GCSE and other 
examinations, and we wish them all success in their future studies. 

We send good wishes to all those moving house, including Dot Barker, a 
long-standing member of the Friendship Club. Dot has been very poorly 
recently and has moved into a residential home near her daughter 
Alison in Leicestershire. Norman Jerrom is planning to move to Cedar 

Court in Basingstoke Road, Reading, and Steph Melia has moved to 
Bracknell.  

Martin Smith spent a month in Glasgow, helping to transport athletes 
and spectators at the Commonwealth Games.  
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Further international contacts were made when Scouts and Guides 

took part in WINGS, the international camp in Windsor Great Park, when 
7000 people from 41 countries joined together in a variety of activities.  

On a rather smaller scale, several of us helped to entertain a party of 
Christians from Reading’s twin town of Düsseldorf, when they visited us 
for a week in July. Alistair Stichbury spent two weeks in Moldova, on a 

mission project with a party from St John’s Church, Egham. 

A number of friends have been receiving treatment over these past two 
months. Happily a number have now recovered (Julia Marsh, Peter 
Short, Alan Pritchard, Ruth Clark and Michael Bhebhe, who had his 
appendix removed). 

Steph Melia had an operation on her knee in July, and is making good 

progress. Alison Stichbury is due to have surgery on September 5th, and 
we also remember Bob Butler, Hazel Curtis, Eileen Day, Elizabeth Knox 
and Pat Fuller.  We assure all these friends of our love and prayers.  

We send our love and deepest sympathy to those who have lost loved 
ones recently. Naomi Mugweru’s father died in Kenya at the beginning 
of August; and Enalha and Zi Bhebhe lost a very close friend when Rev. 

Rhodes Ndlovu, a minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Zimbabwe died at the end of June.  

And on 25th June Robert was asked by the Kenyan community in 
Reading to lead a thanksgiving service for Betty, who had died very 
suddenly – we pray for her husband Martyn and his daughter Chelsea 
at this difficult time.  

And finally, we pray for Joshua Norris, our student minister from 
September to May, who has started work in his three Essex churches of 
Castle Hedingham, Halstead and Bocking. He will be ordained and 
inducted at Halstead on September 6th, and we send him our love and 
very best wishes. 

Doreen Woods 
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September Calendar  

 

Wed 3rd 9.30am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and Strategy Group 

Sat 6th  Ordination and Induction of Joshua Norris at Halstead URC 

Sun 7th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

Wed 10th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sat  13th   “Ride and Stride” sponsored cycle ride 

Sun 14th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  12 noon Church Meeting 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

Tue 16th 2.15 pm Friendship Club starts new session 

Wed 17th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 21st 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30 am Morning Worship led by Rev. Alan Holmes 

Wed 24th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  Last day for items for the October magazine (to be 

published October 5th) 

Sat  27th Decoration of the Church 

Harvest of Talents 

Evening Meal with Barn Dance 

Sun  28th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room  

  10.30 am Harvest Service 
 

House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak 
to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are 

interested in joining a group. 
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Student Meals 

As part of our outreach and support of students at Park URC we have 
been thinking about how we might offer meals to students after the 
morning worship.  

Rather than using the church premises we thought it would be better to 
host these in homes. If you are interested we would like to set up a rota 
of people offering hospitality – I suspect that the number of takers will 

be quite low (just one or two each Sunday) and some weeks there 
might be no-one who is able to come along. If you’d like to join the 
hospitality rota please sign up in the Large Hall – or speak to one of the 
Elders. 

Rob Weston 

Kitchen and Halls Redevelopment 

The Church Meeting in July heard the latest news about our project to 
develop the kitchen facilities, to improve the David’s Hall and to 
update our fire alarm system. We took a step of faith and agreed to 
appoint Crown Interiors as our contractors for this project. We are on 
schedule and our predicted timetable is that work should be 
completed by 20th October.  

The elders are planning a special open day to celebrate the opening of 
the new facilities – on Saturday afternoon 1st November 2014. The 
Mayor of Reading and the Wessex Synod Moderator will ‘cut the 
ribbon’ during the afternoon when refreshments will be served from our 
new kitchen! 

The sink unit, fridge and dishwasher in the Small Hall are working well as 
a catering point until the kitchen is available. 

Our fundraising activities to date have been very well supported and 
enjoyable events, thank you to all who have helped run our activities 
and to all who have supported them! A special thank you goes to all 
who supported our Gift Day appeal in July which raised over £6,000. 

Rob Weston 
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Gardening News 

After several years of tending the gardens, Charlotte Blackburn will be 

stepping down from this role. This means we urgently need someone to 
take on the care of the triangular beds and the rose garden, if this is 
something you feel able to help with, please do speak to me or 
Charlotte.  

Student Minister Ordination 

Joshua’s ordination and induction took place on Saturday 6th 
September, in Halstead United Reformed Church – it was a very special 

occasion and the church was full. The congregation included friends 
and family from Joshua’s sending church Petersfield URC, friends from 
Westminster College and friends from Park URC.  

Fundraising for our Development Project 

The fundraising team have booked the following dates for a range of 
activities, many of which you will notice, involve food! We hope that 

you’ll be able to support several of these events – maybe all of them – 
all of which give us opportunity to share fellowship together. 

27th Sept Harvest Talents Event and Evening Meal with Barn 
Dance 

11th Oct Meal and music evening with Simon & Jenny King 

29th Nov Christmas Fair 

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on 
posters in the church halls.  

Rob Weston 
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Befriending Scheme 

Engage Befriending requires volunteers to visit older people living in the 
Reading Borough who are lonely or isolated.  These visits are weekly or 
fortnightly and we can take our Engage Friends out as part of this visit if 
appropriate.  We are currently looking for more befrienders and also 
someone who could design some new leaflets for us.  If you can help or 
would like to find out more, please get in touch with Katherine 

Shepherd at engage@themustardtree.org or telephone 0118 956 7000 

Children’s & Youth Workers’ Forum 

Wessex Synod Children’s & Youth Forum - Saturday 22nd November 
2014 - 10am-4pm This event is for Children’s & Youth Workers.   

A chance to explore how we as a Synod and the local church 
encourage and enable young people to explore what God is calling 

them to do. An opportunity for all churches to influence the strategic 
development and direction of our children’s and youth work.   

Closing date for bookings: Friday 14th November 

Contact: Ruth Heine, email: development@urcwessex.org.uk   tel: 023 
8067 4513 

Reform 

I now have 2 people receiving the spoken word of Reform which is free 
of charge. These are sent direct to their homes to listen to. If anyone 
else would like the spoken word please let me know.   

If you are thinking of taking the monthly magazine, please let me know 
as I will soon be collating a list of those requiring for a further 
year.   More details of this I will circulate when I have the new 

subscription prices to hand.  

Gaye 
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Visitors from Germany 

Every 
three years members of the Reading-Düsseldorf Churches Interchange 
entertain a group of friends from the churches in Reading’s twin town in 
the Rhineland area of Germany. Our rather cumbersome title, inherited 

from the past, covers a lively fellowship of friends from a number of 
different churches. It was set up 40 years ago, and the visits have 
continued regularly on a three-year cycle, one year in Reading, the 
next in Düsseldorf, and a third year when we all recharge our batteries 
and prepare for the next round.  

This year there were 20 guests staying in Reading for a week in August, 

some old friends and some new ones – and we were glad to be able to 
recruit some new hosts here. We had a varied programme, beginning 
on Sunday afternoon with a get-together in the Sea Scouts’ boat house 
overlooking the Thames from the Warren – a very good venue, which 
enabled us to meet informally for the first time in the week.  

On Monday some of the hosts and guests went to London, while a 

good number of us visited the excavations at Silchester, where we were 
given a conducted tour by Professor Mike Fulford, who has led the 
excavations there for the past 18 years.  There were more Romans on 
the following day, when we all joined in a day’s outing to Bath – but 
there were other activities too, including coffee in “St Mike’s Café” – an 
ancient church still used for worship but set up to provide refreshments 

to the many visitors to this busy city. After lunch the more energetic 
members of the party climbed the hill to the Royal Crescent to see the 
Georgian heritage of Bath, and we all found time to visit the beautiful 
Abbey. Some of us discovered a travelling exhibition of Quaker 
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Tapestries, embroidered by members of the Society of Friends all over 

Britain (including one from Reading) – this was very interesting and 
inspiring.  

On Wednesday we were able to emphasise the “church” aspect of the 
exchange visit. In the morning we gathered in the West Lounge at 
Greyfriars Church, where Michael Penny, the Chair of Churches 

Together in Reading, welcomed the group in the name of all the 
churches of Reading. This was a lively event, and recorded by both 
Radio Berkshire and Xn magazine – look out for us in the September 
issue.  

In the afternoon we met at Trinity Church in Lower Earley, where first we 
heard a talk by Alison Peyton from Readifood – and there was an 

opportunity to compare the work of Food Banks in Germany with those 
in Britain. After tea with scones and cream, we held a service in the 
church, led by Revd. Martyn Neads (from Christchurch and the Airfield 
Church, Woodley), together with the German pastor, Michaela 
Nieland-Schuller, and Revd. Margaret Dimmick.  Michaela brought a 
message from the churches of Düsseldorf, comparing our problems and 

asking whether we could discuss them together. We hope to pursue this 
when we visit them. 

Everyone was free to choose what they wanted to do on Thursday – 
some went to London, and some to other places, including Blenheim 
Palace. Or perhaps had a rest! Friday again was mostly a free day for 
chosen visits or shopping, until the final event in the evening. 

We met again for the last time in Earley St Peter’s Church Hall, for our 
traditional farewell party, with food, conversation, a few speeches of 
thanks from both sides, and some lovely entertainment by The 
Caribbean Serenaders, a group from West Reading.  

This was a week full of friendship, encounters, conversation and 

meeting across barriers – quite hard work but very worthwhile. If anyone 
is interested in finding out more about the Interchange, or perhaps in 
travelling to Düsseldorf with us next year, do please get in touch with 
me. 

Doreen Woods 
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URC Holiday Forum  

Three of us from Park (Gaye Rees, Les Dray and Doreen Woods) 
accompanied Robert, Suzy and Amy to The Hayes Conference Centre 
in Swanwick, Derbyshire to the annual United Reformed Church Holiday 
Forum. Robert had been asked to be the Theme leader for this year’s 
topic “Growing the Church” – the challenge that faces us in being a 
relevant church in today’s society. 

We came together from many different churches – some thriving and 
growing, some struggling – and not all by 
any means from United Reformed 
Churches. Rob led us in a series of five 
“Theme Talks”, based on Bible passages 

and on the books of authors on the 
subject like David Goodhew and Bob 
Jackson.  

There was a good deal of interaction and 
sharing of ideas, which was continued 
later in the morning in the discussion and 

Bible study groups. Before the Theme talk 
we were led in thoughtful and 
inspirational worship by the Worship 
Leaders, Revs Mark Meatcher and 
Melanie Smith – a husband-and-wife 
team who introduced us to some 

beautiful new songs with wonderful words, and had many different 
ways of offering prayers. They also inspired us with their leading of the 
“Well-being” service on Wednesday evening and the closing 
Communion service on Thursday.  

On Wednesday we had the opportunity to “Meet the Moderator” – 
Rev. David Grosch-Miller – who continued the theme. He spoke about 

being the church in the changing culture of today; we need to 
understand when to embrace it and when to resist it: we often get it the 
wrong way round.  

Numbers attending were fewer this year – nobody really knew why. 
Some of the groups were rather small, but that meant that the 
members could really get to know each other. One of the (many) good 
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things about Forum is the chance to do something that you don’t 

normally have time for. For instance, I hardly ever do any sewing (apart 
from the odd button) at home, but I very much enjoy being part of the 
Needlework group and producing a simple piece of embroidery to 
bring home to remind me of the theme. It is a week both stimulating 
and relaxing at the same time, with all ages living, working and playing 

together.  

We can really recommend it, and we have booking forms for next year, 
when the theme will be Christian Faith in a World of many Faiths Led by 
Rev Peter Colwell, the Deputy General Secretary of Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland. 

Doreen Woods 
 

What I did at Holiday Forum! 

I was pleased I was able to attend this years Holiday Forum in Swanick, 

Derbyshire which was made all the easier by travelling in a minibus 
acquired by Ted from Thatcham URC. 

This was a time of blessing as new friendships were made and older 
friendships renewed.   

This year our own Robert Weston was leading the theme lectures and 
discussions but the workshops were varied to choose from. Due to a 

lack of numbers attending the music group I elected to join the film 
group although I had little idea what it would entail. This proved to be a 
real eye opener as we viewed three films during the week, and then 
discussed, I suppose a little like a book club but with a film!  (Other 
workshops were craft, different bible study groups, etc)  

The first film was an old black and white which I had never seen but 

most others had being "Its a wonderful life" telling the story of George 
with his successes and failure in life and Clarence the angel who came 
down to help him. George had wanted to see the world and have an 
exciting life but when his father died his business - like a credit union - 
was threatened by a banker who wanted to take it over and make 

money, unless George took the business over. When his uncle 'lost' the 
money he was to pay into the bank and they were bankrupt it was 
George who made himself responsible for the loss and his despair.    
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The second film was "Pay it Forward" which was about an 11 year old, 

Trevor and his mother Arlene. A new school teacher arrived who 
wanted to inspire the children to do good by suggesting they think of 
ways to help in the community but without expecting anything in return. 
Trevor went through various scenarios to bring this about and his three 
choices were to stop his friend being bullied, help his mother stop being 

an alcoholic and to bring home a homeless man and care for him.  This 
had a sad ending but Trevor had succeeded and today there is a 'Pay 
it Forward' week in April Las Vegas still. 

Our last film was "Wondrous Oblivion" which was set in the 1960's with a 
Jamaican family moving next door to a Jewish family in inner London. 
The story revolves around David who is an aspiring cricketer but who 

can't play! The Jamaican man is very keen on cricket and installs a 
cricket net in his back garden and helps David to get into the school 
team. However there are many undercurrents and the Jamaican 
familiy's house is set on fire. David helps to alert them by throwing a 
cricket ball into their upstairs window. The police show no interest. 
David's father finally sees how unjust all this is and says to the street they 

should be ashamed of their action as it turns out there have been 
anonymous letters to both families. Shocked, the community gets 
together to make amends and as a surprise fits up another cricket net in 
the back garden when the house is repaired. " 

As you can see there was plenty to discuss, rights and wrongs, good 
characters and bad along with deeper spiritual meanings. There were 

also times of humour and real sadness. 

Of course I did much more than this but thought I'd just 'wet your 
appetites' and if you would like to know more, please contact myself, 
Doreen or Les who were also in attendance.   

Gaye 
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WW1 Memorial Service 

Earley St Peter’s Church 

Sunday 21st September 2014 6.30pm 

This Service is linked with Earley Town Council and 
Wokingham Heritage Trail to remember the fallen in 
Berkshire in WW1 

The service will include reading the names from the Memorial Plaque in 

the Church, Music, Hymns, Readings, Poems, Prayers and a short talk  

light refreshments will be available after the service 

There will be a display of WWI photos and other memorabilia in the 
church.  

In addition to the service the church will be open to the public to view 

the Memorial Plaque and display on Monday 22nd and Wednesday 
24th 11am to 3pm 

RESCUE 

RESCUE is a bi-annual environmental clean up event to help keep the 
rivers, green spaces and urban areas in and around Reading tidy.  The 
clean up relies on the local business and voluntary community to form a 
‘clean up team’ to take part.  Each year the event is sponsored by 

Thames Water.  In 2014, RESCUE is celebrating 25 years.  The RESCUE 
Steering Group is made up of Ricky Josey from Oxford Road Community 
Garden and other groups which take part in the event.   

Our events take place every March and October.  Groups are asked to 
register online via our website and individuals are asked to contact 

RESCUE directly to find a group. 

email: rescue@reading.gov.uk 
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Commitment for Life News - Bangladesh 

Children, Women and Elderly first. 

The UK has had its fair share of flooding this year. Family homes and 
businesses have been ruined. There are health concerns and much of 
our coastline has changed forever. These are things that Pinaema Rani 

Mondal understands. Pinaema lives in Phol Tolais, a district in South West 
Bangladesh near the mangrove covered Sundarban area. 

By day, she works for the Red Crescent giving first aid training, but in her 
spare time is part of a twenty two strong youth group supported by 
Christian Aid partner Shushilan. The group’s committee is 
democratically elected. Their numbers include students, agricultural 

workers, local business 
people, a homeopathic 
nurse and a vet. Activities 
are planned for a ten 
month period, instead of a 
year, as they know that 

there will be at least two 
months when there will be 
some form of disaster and 
they will not be able to 
maintain the programmes 
they have set. 

When disaster hits, usually in the form of a cyclone, they swing into 
action. A megaphone announces the status of the cyclone and flood 
water levels. People respond positively to this pre warning because they 
trust the training the group have received from Shushilan. 

Pinaema explained how a villager would not leave his home.  “I will see 
what God will do” he said, but the group were able to persuade him to 

leave because of their training. 

 The young people help women, the elderly and children get to the 
cyclone shelter which also doubles as the local school. A Killa, a mound 
of earth, has been built for the domestic animals too as domestic 
animals are vital for a quick recovery.  Once the danger has passed, 

the group get out into the affected areas repairing unsafe houses and 
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clearing broken trees. They also have been trained to set up temporary 

latrines and other sanitation devices. If the disaster is on a huge scale 
they will work with the police, army and medical teams. During Cyclone 
Aila and Sidra young people from this group went to offer help and 
advice in other parts of the country.  

As well as giving immediate assistance, the group are also training 

others in disaster preparedness. They know, by offering refreshments, 
villagers will come to listen to what they have to say. Now people 
realise they can help themselves if they know what to do.  

When asked what would help their work, they immediately said they 
wanted more lifebuoys, a rescue trolley and a saw.  

Looking to the future of their country, they explained, 

“We want a peaceful life, knowing we can cope with the natural 
disasters. We need sweet water. We want to show, by example, how to 
work without corruption. Our dream is to make the earth united.”  

With young people like Pinaema and the rest of the group prepared to 
work hard, the future looks hopeful for Bangladesh. 

Resources - Climate Change 

CAFOD will launch a new Climate Change Bible Study on 10th 
September www.cafod.org  

Christian Aid’s campaign is focusing on ‘Hunger for Justice’ a weekend 
of prayer and action on 18/19th October.  Meet your local MP and pray 
for people affected by climate change around the world.  You could 
hold a special service, create a prayer room or arrange a walk of 

witness – whatever you do, please invite your MP along and challenge 
them to act. 
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Commitment for Life News - Zimbabwe 

Intercessions for Zimbabwe from the World Council of Churches.  

Give thanks for: 

• Health care workers who provide medical aid and education to 
those infected with the HIV virus. 

• The Christian Council of Botswana and the Zimbabwe Council of 
Churches. 

• Choir festivals where singers join together in praise of Christ. 

• Those working for a better democracy in Zimbabwe. 

• Uncles, grandmothers and cousins taking care of children whose 
parents have died of AIDS. 

Pray for: 

• The leaders of government and their success in bringing 
economic progress, education and health care to their people. 

• Landowners and the land workers, and those who are displaced 
by land reform. 

• Reconciliation between the races in Zimbabwe, leading to a 
society of equality and respect. 

• AIDS orphans. Hope for those who have little to hope for. 

Prayer from Zimbabwe 

Lord God, we give you thanks for sending your only Son to give us life. In 
the midst of wealth we are crushed by poverty, and while we are 
offered Christ-life in all its fullness, we are surrounded by disease, death 
and destruction. We are tempted to despair, and yet keep hoping, 

knowing that you care. 
At times we weep silent tears, and cry out with deep emotion. We 
come to you, our only hope and refuge. 
Thank you for the gift of laughter, even when the going is tough. With 
you, O Lord, we may be troubled but not destroyed. 
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Letters  

Thank you. 

I would like to thank all members of Park Church for 
their thoughts and prayers during my recent spell of 
being ‘under the weather’ and say how much they 
were appreciated. 

I also wish to express my gratitude for the many kind wishes sent to me 

as I achieved 40 – second time around!  It is good at my age to have so 
many friends and makes me realise what being a member of Park really 
means. 

God bless you all. 

Alan Pritchard 

House for Sale 

85 Hilltop Road, Earley, RG6 1DB. 4 bedrooms, 3 receptions, large 
gardens, gas central heating, and ample parking.  

If interested, please see: 
http://whiteknights.co.uk/property/details/6006479,  

or David and Phebe david@lodge85.com  Thank you! 

David 

Sinners and Saints 

Lectures at St Giles 7.30pm on 25th Sept, 23rd October, 20th November, 
18th December. 

The lectures are preceded by evening prayer at 6.30pm and mass at 
7.00pm. with a wine reception to follow each lecture.  

They will be focusing on Origin of Alexandria, Stanley Hauerwas, John 

Newman, and the real St Nicolas. 
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Man of God, Man of Vision 

Hendrick Mahlangu and Hope for Africa Mission by Mary Thomas 

You may remember a group from the 
church visited Siyabuswa, South Africa and 
helped with the work of Hope for Africa 

mission there in very practical ways and also 
organising an after school Bible Club.   

I thought you might like the opportunity to 
learn more about Dr Hendrick Mahlangu 
whose vision brought about the creating of 
Hope for Africa Mission.  

The book also tells of his upbringing in South 
Africa, some of the history of the country 
and the continuing vision of the mission in 
reaching out to unreached people groups. 
It also tells of how the local charity was set 
up to support this work. 

The price of the book is £4.99  You can get 
this from Amazon but I also have copies 
available so please ask me if you would like to purchase a copy.  I  will 
have copies with me at church  on Sundays. 

Hilary Applegate 

Christian Aid Week 2014 

Full marks to those who spotted the mistake in the final report of the 
total collected this year. While it would have been lovely to have raised 
a five-figure sum, this was optimistic in the extreme and the correct total 
was £1246.11. 
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Church Contacts 

 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

 

 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 
 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 

 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 
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